
In Bucks County, the affordable housing crisis impacts 
every generation. Meeting peoples’ housing needs 
means more than advancing homeownership 
opportunities. It requires increased access to 
affordable home repairs, accessibility modifications, 
and financial education to fully support people 
throughout their lives.

A Harvard study, The Impact of Homeownership 
on Childhood Outcomes, shows that stable 
homeownership is linked to positive childhood 
outcomes, including higher test scores, fewer 
behavioral issues, and greater cognitive and emotional 
support at home. For middle-aged homeowners, 
homeownership can positively impact mental and 
physical health. Homeowner-occupied households 
also often have the opportunity to leave their homes 
to loved ones, securing a stronger financial future for 
their children.

The journey doesn’t stop with the purchase of a home. 
Transferring housing wealth to the next generation 
requires ongoing maintenance, and aging properties 
can require costly renovations. In Bucks County, this is 
a significant concern, as more than half of all owner-
occupied housing was built before 1979 (Approved 
Bucks County Consolidated Plan 2020-2024). Affordable 
home repairs can help ease this financial burden for 
low-income homeowners.

As people age, homeowners are more likely to face 
unique challenges to accommodate changing needs 
(Housing America’s Older Adults, JCHS). Older adults are 
a rapidly growing demographic in Bucks County and 
already make up more than 20% of County residents. 
To ensure a high quality of life for our seniors, they 
require access to housing that is both attainable and 
accessible.

Accessible housing also relieves the burden that adult 
children may otherwise shoulder to meet the financial, 
physical, and emotional needs of their aging parents. 
Without sufficient savings, many older adults face the 
dual burden of housing and healthcare costs. This 
then means that families absorb the costs or provide 
unpaid caregiving, straining both finances and familial 
relationships.

The housing affordability crisis impacts people 
of every generation in different ways. Solutions 
must be equally varied, creative, and collaborative, 
addressing immediate safety and accessibility needs 
while building pathways to long-term stability. After 
all, a “community is only as strong as its commitment 
to inclusivity, respect, equity, and support for all” 
(Aging Our Way, PA). When homes are safe, stable, and 
accessible, people of all ages can thrive.

Our Homeownership, Home Repair, and Financial 
Empowerment programs directly respond to the lack 
of affordable housing in Bucks County, each in its own 
way. Keep reading for stories of people from our local 
communities!
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A Catalyst for Generational Prosperity
From childhood to retirement, affordable homeownership and home repairs change lives.
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Dalia and her family will purchase a Habitat home on 
Race Street, scheduled for completion this winter.



  

Coming Home  |  Fall 2025  |  habitatbucks.org

From childhood memories to a home of her own:  
Kim grew up watching Habitat Bucks build homes.  
Now she’s building that same hope for her own family. 

As a child, Kim witnessed Habitat Bucks transform her 
neighborhood. While our team was building our first 
property in Croydon, Kim formed a lasting friendship 
with the family that calls it ‘home.’ Now an adult 
with a family of her own, she has fully embraced the 
opportunity to become a Habitat homebuyer, just like 
her childhood neighbors.

When Habitat Bucks was notified of a Bristol Borough 
property’s potential, our team set out to reimagine 
the space for a first-time homebuyer. After purchasing 
the property, an inspection revealed that it was 
compromising the adjacent twin home. Both required 
demolition. Now, we’re rebuilding both properties, 
opening the opportunity for a second Habitat 
homebuyer.

Kim, a mother of two, was selected as the homebuyer 
of the future home on Race Street. Inspired by 
her childhood, Kim has pursued the homebuying 

process with a desire 
to learn. She has taken 
advantage of financial 
empowerment 
workshops and 
spends significant 
time with her Habitat 
family advocate, 
sharing that, “The 
connections built 
within the community 
and the Habitat 
family are ones my family and I will value for a long 
time.” Kim also brought one of her boys to Fun with 
Finances for Kids, Habitat Bucks’ first event designed 
exclusively for children.

Dalia, also a mother of two, will purchase the attached 
property next door. Once owned by her grandmother, 
this opportunity will keep generations of her family 
rooted in the surrounding neighborhood!

When construction is completed this coming winter, 
there will be two homes on Race Street carrying two 
family legacies of strength and determination. We 
hope their stories will inspire their neighborhood for 
generations to come.. 

Homeownership 

Women Build brings together strong, passionate women 
to roll up their sleeves, raise funds, and help build safe, 
reliable homes for low-income Habitat homebuyers.  
It’s about more than just swinging hammers – it’s about 
lifting up families, creating lasting impact, and having a 
whole lot of fun along the way.

Together, we can make a difference.

Contact Kim at k.rhoades@habitatbucks.org 
to learn more.
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Restoring a lifeline: How a grandmother’s renewed mobility 
brought a family closer together.

Just before the holidays in 2024, Barbara was hospitalized 
for respiratory distress. Following days in the hospital, she 
required rehab to build the strength necessary to climb the 
12 steps into her home. Although she regained her strength, 
her stamina was limited, even with oxygen. Unable to 
manage the stairs daily, Barbara became homebound.

Her family explored installing a ramp, but the physical 
grade of the property and financial struggles put this 
option out of reach. Barbara’s daughter shared that her 
mom became depressed and that the family continued to 
watch Barbara’s health deteriorate. Unsure where to turn,  
a hospital social worker referred them to Habitat Bucks.

Our Home Repair Team determined that a motorized 
wheelchair lift was the safest, most effective solution for 
Barbara and her family. Now, Barbara has finally regained 
her independence.

With help from the chair lift, she can go to the mall and the 
grocery store, restoring her place in the community. She 
can also share more special moments with her loved ones, 
like her granddaughter’s recent dance recital, bringing 
them all closer together. “To us, this is our whole world,” 
her daughter shared. “For the time she has left, we can 
celebrate holidays and be together in a way we couldn’t be 
before. We are so thankful!”

Now, three generations of one family can share more time 
together, the most precious gift of all.

Home Repair
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ReStore Locations

Langhorne: 1337 Lincoln Hwy.  |  Quakertown: 38 N. West End Blvd.  |  Warminster: 539 Jacksonville Rd.  
Store Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am - 6pm

Schedule a FREE donation pick-up with Habitat Bucks ReStore! 
Call 215.822.2708 or visit www.habitatbucks.org/restore/donate

Building Communities, Empowering Families

1,132 volunteers donated 28,544 hours to Habitat Bucks in FY25.

Building a Culture of Giving
Empowering people of all ages to help build a better Bucks County.

Community involvement is powerful at every age and stage of life.

Whether it’s swinging a hammer and painting on a build site, helping sort donations and assisting customers 
at our ReStores, or serving as a coach and mentor to our Almost Home participants, Habitat Bucks has a place 
for you. All skill levels are welcome, no prior experience necessary. We encourage everyone with a willingness 
to help their community to join us.

Meet new people, learn new skills, and make 
a positive impact with Habitat Bucks. 
Every hand makes a difference!

Contact Julia at 
volunteer@habitatbucks.org to learn more.


